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COLLEGE OF MEDICINE FACULTY ALUMNI LIAISON COMMITTEE

David B. Adams, MD

Gene Elizabeth Burges, MD, PhD
Class of 1984

Fletcher C. Derrick, MD
Class of 1958

Walton L. Ector, MD
Class of 1952

Peter C. Gazes, MD
Class of 1944

T. Fleetwood Hassell, MD
Class of 1957

Jeanne G. Hill, MD
Class of 1988

Robert J. Malcolm, Jr., MD
Class of 1970

H. Biemann Othersen, Jr., MD
Class of 1953

Henry W. Rittenberg, MD
Class of 1956

L. William Stillway, PhD

James H. Tolley, MD
Class of 1985

Jane K. Upshur, MD
Class of 1967

Donald L. Wilbur, PhD
CGS Class of 1974

W. Curtis Worthington, Jr., MD
Class of 1952
Chair

“The Faculty Alumni Liaison Committee (FALC) was created in 1984 by W. Marcus Newberry, MD, then dean of the
College of Medicine, to serve as a liaison between students and alumni. The committee was composed of veteran faculty
members who had established relationships with students. Today, the FALC also makes recommendations on the College
of Medicine Distinguished and Honorary Alumni Awards, and issues like member dues increases, student support and
scholarships. The FALC is made up of fifteen members who serve until they choose to step down. New members are
selected when there is a vacancy. Three original members of the committee still serve to this day: Peter Gazes, MD,
Henry Rittenberg, MD, and myself.”

W. Curtis Worthington, Jr., MD
FALC Chair
Class of 1952
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M E D I C A L  A L U M N I  A S S O C I AT I O N  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Stoney A. Abercrombie, MD
President
Class of 1976

Charles L. (“Buddy”) Garrett, Jr., MD
Vice President
President-elect (2009)
Class of 1966

Charlotte E. Lindler, MD
Secretary-Treasurer 
Class of 1976

Samuel R. Stone, MD
Past President
Class of 1980

W. Curtis Worthington, Jr., MD
FALC Chair
Class of 1952

Layton McCurdy, MD
Vice President (2009)
President-elect (2010)
Class of 1960

Peter C. Gazes, MD
College Alumni Liaison
Class of 1944

J.G. “Jerry” Reves, MD
Dean, ex-officio
Class of 1969

Henry F. Butehorn, III, MD
Class of 1998

John J. Daly, Jr., MD
Class of 1992

Vincent J. Degenhart, MD
Class of 1977

William B. Evins, Jr., MD
Class of 1960

Deborah J. Grate, MD
Class of 1982

Thomas B. Gue, MD
Class of 1967

Michael C. Watson, Sr., MD
Class of 1953

J. Parks Booker, Jr., MD
Class of 1967

Angus M. Brabham, III, MD
Class of 1972

Joanne M. Conroy, MD
Class of 1983

Joseph F. Flowers, MD
Class of 1961

James O. Herbert, MD
Class of 1972

Vernon E. Merchant, MD
Class of 1955

Celeste H. Patrick, MD
Class of 1982

Palmira S. Snape, MD
Class of 1964

Rowena Sobczyk, MD 
Class of 1974

C. Guy Castles, III, MD
Class of 1988

Veena R. Chandler, MD
Class of 1995

Otis E. Engelman, Jr., MD
Class of 1973

Gaines W. Hammond, Jr., MD
Class of 1975

William W. Hope, MD
Class of 2001

Benjamin E. Nicholson, MD
Class of 1961

Larry R. Winn, MD
Class of 1975

Jeannie Grooms
Director, ex-officio
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A conversation with
CHARLES L. “BUDDY” GARRETT, JR., MD

A retired pathologist specializing in forensic studies, Dr. Garrett is now a private
legal medical consultant in Jacksonville, NC. As president-elect of the Medical
Alumni Association, he stresses to other fellow alumni the importance of giving
back to the College. 

Q. What made you want to attend the College of Medicine for medical school?

A. I grew up in Simpsonville, SC, and attended Wofford College for my 
undergraduate degree. When I asked others what medical school they would 
recommend, it was unanimous that MUSC was a superior choice. And what 
a great bargain it was back then—$500 a year for a top-notch education.

Q. Who were some of your mentors at the College?

A. A great mentor of mine was H. Rawling Pratt-Thomas, MD, a fellow 
pathologist. He was more than a teacher to me; he was my friend. We
hunted together, socialized and even gardened. He was an incredibly 
intelligent man who greatly impacted my life professionally and personally. 

Q. What are other fond memories you have of the College?

A. Aside from the amazing preparation I had for my medical career, MUSC 
holds a special place in my heart, as it is where I met my wife, Ann, of forty-
four years. She was in nursing school at MUSC while I was attending 
medical school.

Q. As incoming president of the Medical Alumni Association, what piece of 
advice do you have for alumni?

A. Many of us will never be able to give back to the College what it has given 
us. We should be thankful for the education we received, the career path it 
has allowed us to take, and the friends we made along the way. The least we 
can do as alumni is to support the College so that today’s students receive 
the same education we had—if not better. It behooves us to give back to our 
alma mater, as it upholds our own personal “partnership of promise” with 
the College. 

Charles L. “Buddy” Garrett, Jr., MD
President-elect, Medical Alumni Association

Retired Pathologist, Class of 1966

“I chose MUSC for medical school because of the kind and welcoming people. The College of
Medicine had a close-knit feel with all the opportunities of a larger academic center. I couldn’t
imagine a better place to begin my professional career. I feel fortunate to be at MUSC with 
its hardworking Dean’s Office and the entire supportive faculty. I’m grateful for them and the
MUSC Joint Alumni Board’s Life Members Scholarship, which is helping me become the
doctor that I always wanted to be. I look forward to a career in academic medicine and
pursuing my interest in diagnostic radiology.”

Recipient, 2008 MUSC Joint Alumni Board’s Life Members Scholarship

Annie Leylek
Third-year Medical Student 



James Dewitt Bearden, III, MD
2008 Distinguished Alumnus Award

Medical Director, Gibbs Cancer Center
Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System

Spartanburg, South Carolina
Class of 1969

James Dewitt Bearden, III, MD, earned his undergraduate degree
from The Citadel before completing his medical degree at the
Medical University of South Carolina in 1969, where he served
as vice president of his class. After completing his internship and
residency in Internal Medicine at Kessler Air Force Base in Biloxi,
MS, Dr. Bearden did a fellowship in Hematology-Oncology at
Wilford Hall United States Air Force Medical Center at Lackland
Air Force Base in San Antonio, TX. He is board certified by the
American Board of Internal Medicine and Medical Oncology
(ABI Subspecialty Board), and board eligible in Hematology.
Dr. Bearden was the first board-certified oncologist in the State 
of South Carolina. He and his wife, Ann, have two sons, James
D. Bearden, IV, and Clayton K. Bearden, and two daughters,
Sarah Jane Bearden Vaughn and Melissa Bearden Kocisko.

“Dr. Bearden has devoted his career to patients and families
fighting cancer. From the moment you step through the door 
of the Gibbs Cancer Center, you know it is a special place; a
center that meets the therapeutic, emotional, spiritual,
educational, and rehabilitative needs of the cancer patient.
Adjoining the Gibbs Cancer Center is the new breast cancer
center, named the Bearden-Josey Center for Breast Health, for
which he, along with another renowned oncologist, Julian
Josey, MD, were honored in August 2008. Dr. Bearden was one
of the founders of the hospice program and the first inpatient
hospice unit. A very loyal alumnus, he has always been an
ardent supporter of MUSC cancer activities. He spearheaded
the collaboration of Spartanburg with the MUSC
Gastrointestinal Center of Economic Excellence. He has always
been a role model and team player in putting the care of his
cancer patients as a first priority. His collaborative philosophy
benefits MUSC, his profession and patients.”

Jerry Reves, MD
Dean, College of Medicine
Vice President for Medical Affairs
Medical University of South Carolina

A. Frederick Schild, MD
2008 Distinguished Alumnus Award

Professor of Clinical Surgery
University of Miami

Miami, Florida
Class of 1957

A. Frederick Schild, MD, is a 1957 graduate of the MUSC
College of Medicine. He earned his undergraduate degree 
from the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill in 1953,
completed his internship at Los Angeles County Hospital, and
did his residencies at the Medical University of South Carolina
and the University of Miami/Jackson Memorial Hospital. A
professor of Clinical Surgery at the University of Miami Miller
School of Medicine, Dr. Schild has served during his career 
as chief of Surgery at several hospitals in the Miami area. 
His publication list is extensive, both peer-reviewed and non-
peer-reviewed, and his impressive resumé of funded research 
is principally in the field of vascular surgery. Among his many
honors is the Physician's Recognition Award for outstanding
service, leadership, and dedication to all general surgeons as
president of the American Society of General Surgeons. He 
and his wife, Judith, have one son, Bill Schild, and one 
daughter, Mrs. Jeffery (Lisa) Henschel.

“Dr. Schild’s parents were first generation immigrants to the
United States; his mother arrived from Lithuania when she was
three years old; his father came from Austria, alone, at the age 
of fourteen. His early education was in Conway, SC, and is
noteworthy in that he graduated as co-valedictorian of his high
school and was voted by the senior class as ‘most likely to
succeed’ and ‘most athletic.’ He lettered in basketball, baseball
and football. Following high school, he was elected to Phi 
Beta Kappa at the University of North Carolina. Immediately
following his residency, he was inducted into the U.S. Army 
and assigned to the eleventh evacuation hospital in Pusan,
Korea. During this tour of duty, he had the opportunity to 
render care to the commanding general for non-combat related
injuries, thereby ingratiating himself to his superior officers.” 

C. Dayton Riddle, Jr., MD
Chair Emeritus
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery
Greenville Hospital System University Medical Center

Distinguished Alumni Awards
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Maria G. Buse, MD
2008 Honorary Alumna 

Distinguished University Professor 
Medical University of South Carolina

Maria G. Buse, MD, is an alumna of Pazmany Peter University
School of Medicine in Budapest, Hungary; the University of Basel
School of Medicine in Basel, Switzerland; and the University of
Buenos Aires School of Medicine in Buenos Aires, Argentina. She
completed her internship at Rivadavia Teaching Hospital in Buenos
Aires, a research fellowship at the Instituto de Biologia y Medicine
Experimental in Buenos Aires, and a fellowship in medicine at the
University of Pennsylvania Hospital and Cox Institute. She is a
diplomate of the American Board of Nuclear Medicine.

A member of the MUSC faculty for fifty-one years, Dr. Buse serves
in the Endocrinology, Diabetes, and Medical Genetics Division 
of the Department of Medicine. In 2003, she received the
Distinguished University Professor award, MUSC’s highest
academic designation. She was the first woman in MUSC’s 
history to receive the honor. Throughout her career, she has
mentored and inspired hundreds of young people to achieve 
their goals of becoming physicians and researchers, and is 
much loved and respected.

Among her many other academic honors are the Governor’s
Award for Excellence in Science and the Albert Renold Award 
for Distinguished Research, given by the American Diabetes
Association (ADA). This award constitutes the top research honor
given by the ADA. Dr. Buse remarked, “The entire research
community is built on trust. You have to trust yourself and the
people who work with you. Research shouldn’t be about
incentives and how much people get paid, but should be 
done because it is the researcher’s love.” 

Dr. Buse is the author of more than one hundred and fifty
publications and recipient of almost fifty years of continuous
National Institutes of Health funding. When asked the secret 
to her remarkably high level of sustained productivity, Dr. Buse
replied, “I believe in delivering the goods. It’s that simple.” 
Dr. Maria Buse and her husband, the late John Buse, MD, 
have two sons and one daughter: Drs. Paul and John Buse 
and Mrs. Charles (Elizabeth) King.

Honorary Alumna Award
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“Dr. Buse is truly an outstanding individual whose 
career has enriched MUSC for many decades.”

Jerry Reves, MD
Vice President for Medical Affairs and Dean

“Dr. Buse has affected so many lives and careers in
profound and positive ways. We are truly privileged 
to have someone like Maria, who contributes so much 
to society, as a member of our faculty.”

John Raymond, MD
Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

"We are deeply grateful for the contributions made by 
Dr. Buse during her extraordinary career. Over the past
five decades, Maria has made a tremendous impact upon
the lives of countless individuals across our campus, and
we are honored to count her among our own."

Ray Greenberg, MD, PhD
President



February 11................................Dean’s State of the College Address
5 PM, Basic Science Building Auditorium, MUSC

March 20-21..............................College of Medicine Reunion Weekend 
This special annual event is for all medical alumni, including residents.
Reunion weekend for Classes of 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994, and 1999 
NEW! Young Alumni Party for Classes of 2000 - 2008! Register at 843.792.7979 or 888.202.9306.

April 11 ......................................College of Medicine Charity Ball
www.musc.edu/charityball

April 23-25 ................................South Carolina Medical Association Meeting
Hilton Head Marriott

May 14 ......................................Golden Grads Induction and Fifty Year Reunion

May 15 ......................................MUSC Commencement Exercises

Friday, March 20

Society of 1824 Reception (for reunion members)
Home of Dean and Mrs. Jerry Reves
167 Rutledge Avenue

Alumni Oyster Roast 
Charleston Visitors’ Center
375 Meeting Street
7 PM

Saturday, March 21

Continuing Medical Education Conference
9 AM, Country Club of Charleston
Conference Speakers: 

James Betts, MD, Director, Trauma Services, 
Children’s Hospital Oakland

David Cole, MD, Chair, Department of Surgery,
MUSC

Andrew Kraft, MD, Director, Hollings Cancer 
Center, MUSC

Alumni Awards Luncheon 
Noon, Country Club of Charleston
2009 Distinguished Alumni Award Recipients: 

H. Biemann Othersen, MD, Class of 1953
Grady H. Hendrix, MD, Class of 1958

2009 Honorary Alumnus Award Recipient:
Fred A. Crawford, Jr., MD

Class Reunions: 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984,  
1989, 1994, and 1999

Young Alumni Party: Classes 2000-2008
7 PM

For more information on alumni affairs, contact:

Jeannie Grooms
Director, Medical Alumni Affairs
843.792.3433
groomsj@musc.edu

Up-to-date information regarding Continuing Medical Education 
can be obtained online at http://cme.musc.edu or by calling 843.876.1925 or 866.637.6835.
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583 Medical Students
59 MD/PhD Students

218 Graduate Students 
408 Residents       
173 Fellows 
164 Basic Science Faculty
925 Clinical Science Faculty
242 Tenured Faculty

971 Grants
412 Principal Investigators 

300,800 Square Feet of Research Lab 
Space for College Investigators 

$88,601,950 NIH Grant Dollars
$109,918,677 NIH and Federal Grant Dollars
$66,172,615 Non-Federal Grant Dollars

$176,091,292 Total College Research 
Grant Dollars

846,757 Ambulatory Visits
33,728 MUHA Admissions

696,000 VA Medical Center 
Ambulatory Visits

4,200 VA Medical Admissions

$242,483,969 Consolidated Annual Revenue 
for University Medical Associates   

$429,750,751 College of Medicine Expenditures
$38,606,351 State Dollars for These 

Expenditures
9% Expenditures Derived from 

State Dollars   

$60,093,022 Philanthropic Gifts
6,200 Current Alumni 
21% Alumni Making Philanthropic 

Gifts

T H E  C O L L E G E  O F  M E D I C I N E  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
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This year’s annual report is entitled A Partnership of Promise, and as
we draw our review to a close, it is important to reflect once more
on the meaning of this phrase, or at least the meaning to this writer.
The dictionary defines partnership as the state or condition of being
a partner: a person who shares or is associated with another in
some action or endeavor.  

The Medical College is certainly a partnership. Our students work
with each other and our faculty and residents to become physicians
and scientists. Our faculty and residents work with each other in
teaching, learning and caring for the sick. Although we develop our
students and residents to be self-sufficient, independent-thinking
professionals, if we do our work properly we also instill in them the
deepest sense of awareness for the many partners who will help
them be outstanding physicians and scientists.  

We have many other partners as well—our patients with whom we
work to help them achieve better health, our colleagues with whom
we develop and share our scientific knowledge, and the countless
employees and volunteers who assist us in reaching our many
critical goals. We also have our alumni and friends, for whom we
are profoundly grateful in their ongoing support of our missions—
these are our essential partners, as well. 

What then of promise? It is defined as both an express assurance on
which expectation is based and also as an indication of future
excellence or achievement. Everything that we do holds promise for
a better tomorrow. Whether it is the education of our students, the
scientific work in our laboratories and at the bedside, the care of
our patients, or the philanthropic support generously given to assist
us in all these endeavors, in all there is the fervent belief that our
work will make for a better world, one success at a time.  

This has been a most remarkable year for the Medical College. 
We have all relied on our many partnerships in these troubling
financial times, keeping our eyes focused on the promise of our
work: creating a better tomorrow for our students, staff, faculty,
patients, alumni, friends, and society. The very meaning of the word
college invokes our inviolate, collective sense of self: an organized
association of persons having certain powers and rights, performing
essential duties or engaged in a particular pursuit. Despite considerable
adversity, our pursuit remains excellence. 

Until next year,

Jerry Reves, MD
Dean, College of Medicine

A Partnership

of Promise
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